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s = which had occupied 1ts attention, fhustcm;d to
ﬂ- - its thanks to the troops who had refused to
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 ~rize its authority or to obey its olhcers;

. ~llant Stark, whom 1t h;u:l isulted, a short
+ before, and refused a hearing when he asked
.vs 10 remonstrate against its injustice, had a
7 _adier-eeneral’'s Commission thirust upon }H:‘n,
vy enly one dissenting voice; the General
it of Mussachusetts, **as a testimony ol the
2N sense it had of the great and Important
« sriees rendered by that hrave ofticer, to the
t 2.t States of America,” voted to present to
2 3 complete suit of clothes hecvwing his
12x. tegether with a piece of linen for shirts;
= 1 the country and the world, then and sinee,
- determined that the ¢ Battle of Dennington, ™
Yzportant as it may appear, was onc ot the

i ——
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: ot important actions, in 1ts results, of the -
g i : - the past, inour own lund, and to perpetuate the

~=.2au Revolution.
7= task which I hiad imposed upon myself,
" President, has been performed, as far asmy

~le abilities and the means at my command
“2allowed; and I would that the result had
“3more worthy of your aceeptance. My own
"7eace and iy observation have tanght me,
W oatia that the reading-desk is not the place

| <h is 1ot adapted for the discussion of the

. Polats, cither of polities or of history; |

= :i:fl nut visit you with the expectation of
_2my old disputes or of laying the founda-
Y NICW One.
gﬁf'::;z"“fld the efforts of many of our co-
e raj,u;; TL" still _have « country, and that
2y ll'hi:»hﬂr - 45 Zf?story,_ heside and ]J(!)’Ulld
T l’ni:ts .}ljt_1l=ccn written.  Our Colleges
~hae lay( Lfltlf‘ff scattered profusely through-
3+ taved :ﬂll.)p:ucntly_ forgetful of rt}lclr duty,
&g for té l;t113.;;:&31’1111:J;y c:f their Trustees in
2o Et'nrlm mals for Professors; and the
"l to Eheil_‘lll'}?hose cducation has been cn-
9% oo wisdom, have heen led through
£ 4o S.Ci_mmgandI(_E:-mﬂm:ucntu,l pathis of Litcia-
Prece - Lane has been added to line,
Pt upon pr

m-n ceept, in nll which relates to
1 0o Romay g

atd ,
Uand gy

"Bl uny

Promising mazes of the dark
b left unexplored. The heav-
the waters heneath, as well as the
eemth arony us, have heen exin-
it UXinined

»and Seience and the Arts,

Fé .
G __1 of t}
‘Y% histor
ry hasg hec_n passed, compar-
and the

Properly and constantly, made
e care,

O ity ¢

i e '
M their deeds of daring, and
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ity, Philuraophy and the Delles-
In the meanwhile,

_ nanes  and |
ounders, the motives which |

and the

|

I remembered that, despit |

w )y e
uUti

a passing thought. Wash-
Selyler and Wayne, Mar-
ion snd Stuk, are, comparatively, unknown 1u
these onr classie groves; and Roger }hlh‘mm.
frecdom of couscience, and Jotin Peter
Zenger and the freedom of the press, the (5:3111.
mittees of  Correspondence of 1564 :11}{1 the
¢ Pattle of CGolden Hill,”—-the “Onassacre’ at your
own Westiinster, even—haye not hcun‘m:ult: th}:
subjects of their refined attention. Upon suci
hodies 1 this therefore—upon the patient toiler
over halr-obliterated manuseripts; andl upon ll_lu:-u-
W ho crope into the innk  recesses Uf ancient
carrets and who explore the mysterious, el
Entnhl, and neglected  ambes which aceunu-
lates 1 the store-rooms and  pantries, i out
older scitlements—the sacred duty has, tlu:ru fuu-,‘
devolved to bring to light the hidden things ot

ington . Greene,

nunes wd the worth of these village Hampdens
by whom the foundations of the Republic were
Tad, sl through whose cnergy and perseveranes
the cap-stone of the structure was also raised
to its position. It may be true that the move-
ments which may be raised through such fecebie
instrumentalities as those to which I have refer
red, may be unworthy of the objeets which they
may be intended to commemorate ;5 that our pre
decessois o their services deserve testinionials
which may be more clegant in their proportions,
than any which we can rear.  All thas I grant;
but when my brethren who have honored me
with an invitation to meet with you, under-
took 1o raise 4 humble cairn to Kkeep in ore-
membrance the bravery and the skill of Stark,
andd Warner, and Nichols, and theie associates,
I didnot fecel at Libexty to withhold my pebble,
as 1 passed, humble and unpolished as it is.
That pebble i3 now in its place ; and 1 shall look
forward with interest to the time when the next
passer-by—younger, or more skillful, or more
fortunate than I have been—shall add his con-
tribution to the heap, and thus incercuse the in-

| terest in the subject, while he will also add to the

or Kuropean history; and | durability, if he does not improve the app

I

f

with commendable fictelity | Ixvin

l‘qll IIu- . - ! ™ »
tedon, jpwts of thei deyption to the | veligion ;
Ve been considered searee- |

My
" P

unce, of the memorial.
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H.——TITEE MORMONS.

VIEW WITH THE FATHER OF JOSEPIT SyiT1r.
T, MorMoN Proruner, Forry YEARS rco.

His AccorsT or THE Isping o THIL DAL
'j!sa‘l'l.]'.';.

LBy Favirre Lavinay, 1son.

I thank it was in the year 1850, 1 heard thg
some ancient records had heen discovered that
would throw some new light upon the subject {,i'

; heme deeply interested in the it ter, |
concluded to <0 to the place and learn for mnyself
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the truth of the smatter.
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Accompanied hy a'ed fov it to he brought 1lr:‘llr_;':1t, for I;,ll!, :“‘n, e
I it 3 | W)Y nt Noey 4 3 | '} WOtL.(L Strie 1‘;' £

friend, Jucob Ramsdell, T set out to find the ! the world at Inree 5 and, if e S

Smith family, then residing some three or four 1 low his directions, he _*.w.'nul_tl direet him 1y, .
miles South of the village of Palyra, Wayne- | place whereit was deposited, insuch a mannegy

county, New York, and near the dne of the
ol Manchester.

town ] he could obtain it. 1 n, ti
JUS{‘[I]I. Junior, afterwards so Cwould have to gret a cortamn ("{1‘\'1‘{‘1!{1, which -,

Ie then said to him, ti;.,-

‘ ' : £, % W £ k.
woell ]'1”{1“'11, not hlfinlr ut ]l”ll]l", wo H]ll}h{'il to fFl'l‘l'l"(‘I], Il”ll an old fashiioned sty of (ll][”p,}_ :

his father for the information we wanted, ‘
Joseph Smith, Kenior, we soon learned, from his
own lips, was a iirm believer in witcheraft and
other supernatural things; and had brought up
s family in the same belief. He also believed
that there was a vast amount of money buried
somewhere in the country ; that it would some
day be found ; that he himself had spent ‘both
time and money searching for it, with divining
rods, but had not succeeded in findine any,
though sure that he eventually would. i

In reply to our question, concerning the ancient
records that had been found, he remarked that
they had suffered a great deal of persecution on
account of. them : that many had been there for
that purpose, and had
intimating that perhaps we had come for a like
purpose ; but, becoming satistied of our good in-
tentions and that we only sought correct infor-
mation, he gave us the following history, as near
as I can repeat his words :

His son Josepli, whom he called the iliterate,
when about fourteen years of age, happened to
be where a man was looking into a dark stone
and telling people, therefrom, where to digr for
money and other things. Joseph requested the
privilege of looking into the stone, which he
did by putting his face into the hat where the
Blone was. It proved to be not the right stone
for him; but he could see some things, and,
among them, he saw the stone, and where it was,
m which he could seo whatever ho wished to

sce.  dSimith claims and believes that there is g |

Stone ot this quality,

somewhere, for every one.
Tho place where

he saw the stone was not far
from their house ; and, under pretence of digeing
& well, they found water and the stone at a depth
of twenty or twenty-two fect.  After this, Joseph
spent about two years looking into this stone,
telling fortunes, where to find lost thinos, and
where to dig for money and other hidden t HE
sure,  About this time he becamoe concerned as
to his future state of cxistence, and was baptized,
becoming thus a member of the Baptist Church.
Soon after joining the Church, he had a very sin-
ular dream ; but he did not toll his father of his
dream, until about o year afterwards. Ile then
told his father that, in his dream, a very large and
tall man appeared to him, dressed in an ancient
suit of clothes, and tle clothes were bloody.
And the man said to him that there was a valu-

able treasure, buried Inany years since, and not
far from that place ;

|

l

made evil reports of them, | foot, keeping the rance in view, unti

L ]

charea

|

and that he had now arriy- E

This | the same color, and a napkin to put the treye,..

in; and gro to a certain trea, not far _di:;mnt. ar.}
when there, he would see other objeets thy L.
would take or keep in ranze and follow, until
was directed to stop, and there he would finq th.
treasure that he was 1n pursuit of 3 and whep A
had obtained it, he must not lay it down unt
placeditin the napkin. “*Aad,” says Smith, <,
‘“the course of a year, T succeeded in ﬁmliut_;- 1
‘““the articles, as directed ; and one dark nic -
““Joseph mounted his horse, and, aided hy |
“‘supernatural light, he succeeded in findin
‘“starting point and the objects in range,”

lowing these, as far as he could with the Bote
without being directed to stop, he proceedeq, -,
L he anisa:
at a large boulder, of several tons weight, wies
he was immediately impressed with the ides iy
the object of his pursuit was under that r. ;
Fecling around the edlge, he found that the ..

side was {lat.

iy,
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Being a stout man, and aideg _-
some super-natural power, he sueceeded in tur:
ing the rock upon its edge. and under .
found a cquare block of masonry, m the centy
which were the articles referred to by the s,
seen 1n the dream. Taking up the first argje
he saw others below : laying down the firg
endeavored to seeure the others ; but, before
could get hold of them, the one he had taken -,
slid back to the place he had taken it from, ay°
to his grreat surprize and terror, the roel i
dintely fell back to its former place, nes
crushing him in its descent. Ilis first thous
was that he had not properly seenved the o g
when it was tarned up, and accordingly he aoy 4
tried to lift it, but now in vain : he next in.
with the aid of levers, but still withont SHCCL
While thus engaged, he felt something strike h -,
on the breast, which was repeated the -
time, always with inereased foree, the last o1 .
as to lay him upon his hack. As he lay th.
he looked up and saw the same large man ti v
had appeared in his dream, dressed in the <
clothes. Ie said to him that, when the troas:
was depositedd there, he was sworn to tas
of and protect that property, untii
time should arrive for it to be exhibited to:
world of mankind ; and, in order to preveat he
making an improper disclosure, he was murd.:

or slain on the 8pot, and the treasure had be:s
under his charge ever since. Ilo said to .-
that he had not followed his directions: and,
conscquence of laying the article dotwn hef.:

e
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putting itin the napkin, he could not have the ar-
cle now; but that if he would come again, one
vear from that time, he could then have then.
The year passcd over before Joseph was aware of
it, so the time passed by ; but he went to the
place of deposit, where the same man appenred
again, and said he had not been punctual in fol-
lowing his directions, and, in counsequence, he
could not have the airticle yet.
when he could have them; and the answer waa,
“Come in one ycar from this time, and bring
“*your oldest brother with you; then you may

“*bave them.” During that year, it so happened |
that his oldest brother died ;. but, at the end of |

the ycar, Joseph repaired to the place again, and
was told by the man who still guarded the treas-
ure, that, inasmuch as he could not bring his old-
ot brother, he could {not have the treasure yet ;
but there would be another person appointed to
come with him in one year from that time, when
be could have it.  Joseph asked, *How shall I
*know the person 27 andwas told that the person
would be known to Lim at sight. - During that

dear, Joseph went to the town of Harmony, in

92 State of Pennsylvania, at the request of some |
°¢ who wanted the assistance of his divining

tod stone in finding hidden treasure, sup-
Pmed to have been deposited there by the In-
d{las orothers, While there, he fell in company
*t 2 young woman ; and, when he first saw

ke, Lie wae satisfied that she was the person ap- |

E‘ﬁlnted to go with hLim to get the treasure ho
Efiw often failed to sccure. 'T'o insure suCcess,
‘n‘f“urtml and married her. When his work
h.fﬂther‘a, In Wayhe-county ; and, at the CXpi-
wan L Of the year, hie procured a horse and lioht
L&'ﬂ'n. with a small chest and a pillow-case,
e fﬁ{'g%edcd, punctually, with his wife, to find
fuul den treusure_. When they had gone ag
the pmth‘-‘.}’ could with the wagon, Josepl tool
rageno - case and started for the rock, Upon

ug
i?htgoscmam, and made all sorts of hideous

r‘ﬁlingulhe burpose of terrifying him and pre-

"u W . -
" ‘-‘E}llmgenus, and pursued his way, in spite of

X, wigh 1 Arriving at the stone, he again lifted
"2 gep ‘¢ ald of superhuman power, as at first,
e oot the first, or uppermaost article, this

i PER nut 3 . ; -
oy E*_r;}‘”;{ It carefully into the pillow-case, be-
e 300 down,  Tle now attempted to se-

m s B

. 1\:' ’ 9 ’
“an . cldinder; but just then the same old |
y and said to him, that the time had

e, . PDeare(
‘}-t‘?t;.-{r-'], : o . 2.8

© thay Aved for their exhibition to the world;
“U When ]

v C L l *rrr) . .
¥ Session I.U“‘-u to touch the one he had in his
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Joseph asked |

caded at Harmony, he returned with her to

8 fence, a host of devils began to screecli

‘¢ attainment of hisobject ; hut Joseph |

proper time came he should !

L BTN Wd exhibit them with the one he had | choose twelve Apostles, who must be men woi

- until that time arrived, no one
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knocked down by some superbuman  power,

Josephe ascertained that the remnining articles

were a gold hilt and chain, and a gold ball wit!
two pointers.  The hilt and chain had once beei
part of a sword of unusual size: but the blade
had rusted away and become uscless,  Joseph
then turned the rock back, took the article inthe
pillow-case, and returned to the wagon: thoe
devils, with more hideous yells than before, fol-
lowed him to the fence; as he was gotting over
the fence, one of the devils struck him a blow
on hig side, where a Dlack and blue spot remain -
ed three or four days; but Joseph persevered aid
brought the article safely home, I weighed it,”
said  Mr. Smith, Senior, ““and it weighed thirty
‘‘ pounds.”

In answer to our question, as to what it was

that Joseph had thus obtained, he said it consis!

:d of asct of gold plates, about six inches wide,

and nine or ten inches long.  They were in thoe
form of a book, half an inch thick, but were
not hound at the hack, like our books, but wer e

held together by several gold rines, in such a Wiy
that the plates could be opened similar to a boo's.

Under the first plate, or lid, he found a pair of
apectacles, about one and a half inches longey
thon those used at the present day, the eyes not
of glass, but of diamond. Oun the next pire
were representations of all the masonic imple-
ments, ag used by masons at the present day.  The
remaining pages were closely written over in el -
acters of some unknown tongrue, the last contann -
ing the alphabet of this unknown languace.  Jo

scph, not being able to read the characters, made n
copy of some of them, which hie showed to sone
of the most learned men of the vicinity., All
the clue he could obtain was from George Crane,

who said he had seen a Pass that had been eIven
to Luther Bradish, when traveling through the
Turkish dominions ; and he thought the chara:-
ters resembiced those of that Pass. According!
Joseph went to Iranklin-county, and saw M.
Bradish, who could notread the strange characters,
but advised him to return home and vo Into otlier
business.  But Joseph was not willipg to give up
the matter, without further tiial : and from Frank -
lin county he went to New York city, where the
most learned man then in the city told him that
with few exceptions, the characters were Arabie,
but not enough to make any thing out. Returns-
ing home, Lie one day tried the spectucles. and
found that, by looking through them, he coutdl
sce everything—-past, present, and {future—an. !

~could also read and understand the characters

written on the plates.  Before proceeding )
translate the characters, Joseph was directed *

believed in the supernatural.  IHe would not err
In chosing them, as he would know thie

One was to he

» for jf they did, they would Dbe
e

persons as soon as he saw them.
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a Seribe. After much opposition, Joseph suc-
ceeded in tinding the requisitc number of be-
lievers, among them Martin Harris, who was
chosen Seribe.  After having made these neces-
cary arrangements, Joseph was directed not to
nake the translation where there was so much
pposition : hence, after procuring the necessary
materials, he and Martin went to IHarmony, in

Pennsylvania, where they would be less persecut- |

ed, and where Joseph, with spectaclea on, trans- | _ _ : oin,
o ¥ - drunk, he could get but little information of Iy

lated the characters on the gold plates, and Har-
ris recorded the result.

After thus translating a number of platas,l

Harris wanted to return to Palmyra, taking a
part of the writings with him; but the Lord ob-

jected, for fear that Harris would show them to
unbelievers, who would make sport and derision
of them. DBut Harns finally obtained leave to
take them, on condition that he should let no one
see them, except those who believed in them : i
this he was indisereet, and showed them to some
one that he ought not to. When he next went
to his drawer to get them, behold ! they were
not there; the Lord had taken them away.*
Joseph and Harris returned to Harmony, and
found the plates missing—the Lord had taken
them also. Then Joseph put on the spectacles,
and saw where the Lord had hid them, among
therocks, in the mountains. Though not allowed
to get them, he could, by the help of the spec-

tacles, read them where they were, as well as if

they were before him. They were directed not
to re-trauslate the part already gone over, for
fearthe new work would not correspond, in every
particular, with the old; their enemies might
take advantage of that circumstance, and con-
demn the whole.  But they could begin where
they left off, and translate until they were direct-
ed to stop ; for, in consequence of their indisere-

tion, they would not be allowed to translate the |

whole, at present, At some future time, they
would be allowed to translate the whole ; and
then their translation, the gold plates, the gold
nlt, ball and pointers could =all be circulated
together, cach a witness of the others.

In answer to our question as to the subject of
the tramslation, he said it was the record of a
certain number of Jews, who, at the time of cross.-
ing the Red Sea, left the main body and went
away by themselves; finally became a rich and
prosperous nation; and, in the course of time,
became so wicked that the Lord determined to
destroy them from off the face of the earth.
But there was one virtuous man among them,
whom the Lord warned ina dream to take hie
family and depart, which he accordingly did :
and, after traveling three days, he remembered
that he had left some papers, in the offica where

L R —— e

" It is ramored that Joseph whi i85 Wi e
concerned in this tranauction? pped his wife for being
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Lie liacl been an oflicer, which he thought would 1y,
of use to him in his journeyings.,  1le sent his g,

 back to the city to get them ; and when his <y,
arrived in the city, it was night, and he foung

the citizens had been having a great feast, gy
were all drunk. When he went to the oflice ¢,
oet his father’s papers e was told that the chieg
clerk was not in, and he mnust find him b(ffm-e he
could have the papers. 1lle then wentinto t)e
street in search of him; but every body l;cing

whereabouts, but, after scarching a long time, he
found him lying in the strect, dead drunk, cloty,.
cd in his oflicial habiliments, his sword having 4
gold hilt and chain, lying by his side—and thig
is the same that was found with the gold plates
Finding that he could do nothing with him jp
that situation, e drew thce sword, cut off the
officet’s head, cast off his own outer garments ang,
assuming those of the oflicer, returned to the of.
fice where the papers were readily obtaineq,
with which he returned to where his father wgg
waiting for him. . The family then moved on, for
scveral days, when they were directed to stop ang
get materials to make brass plates upon which tg
keep a record of their journcy; also to ercct g
tabernacle, wherein they could go and inquire
whenever they became bewildered or ata logs
what to do. After all things were ready, tl) ¥
started on their journey, in carnest ; a gold ball
went before them, having two pointers, one
pointing steadily the way they should go, the
other the way to where they could get provisions
and other neccessaries. After traveling many
days, they came to a mountain, from which they
were directed to get gold plates to keep their
records upon, and to transfer to them those al
ready on the brass plates. Finishing these, they
resumed their journey ; and, after traveling many
days, came to a wide water, where they were dj-
rected to build a vessel. When this was complet-
cd, they set sail, still directed by the gold hall.
After sailing a long time, they came to land, went
on shore, and thence they traveled throuch |
boundless forests, until, at length, they came to g
country where there were a great many lakes -
which country had once bheen settled by a very
large race of men, who were very rich, havine 4
great deal of money. Irom somie unknown cause,
thisnationhad becomeextinet ; ““but that money,”
Fa}tl Smith, ““is here, now, cvery dollar of .
When they, the Jews, first heheld this country,
they sent out spics to see what manner of country
It was, who reported that the country appearcd to

have been settled by a very large race of men,

-and had been, to all appea ances, a very rich aari-

cultural and manufacturing nation. They also
found something of which they did not know the
use, but when they went into the tabernacle, a
voice said, ‘“What have yon got in your hand,



